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2 0 1 8  
Why are you a Lutheran? Are Lutherans Christians? 
What do you say to such a question? And it’s complicated because there’s more than one 

kind of Lutheran. I can’t tell you what other Lutherans say, but here’s why I’m a Lutheran.  

I’m a Lutheran because I believe that Jesus Christ gives me everything I need from God.  

I know that I’m not perfect. I may be a nice person and have a wonderful family, but I’m not 

good enough for God. I’m a sinner! Jesus came into this world to pay for all my mistakes, 

failures, and sins. Because of the suffering and death of Jesus, God pronounces me 

innocent and holy. That’s everything I need from God.  

I am forgiven - not because I have done some great feat of love or devotion - 

but only because of Jesus Christ. I’m just not good enough for heaven by 

myself—I’m only good enough for hell!  But Jesus has erased all that is bad in 

me and declared me to be holy; good enough for heaven. That’s the message 

of the Bible. Yes, Jesus Christ is the message of the Bible from beginning to end. 

God took care to make sure that every word of the Bible is true. Lutherans say 

that the Bible is God’s inspired Word and true in all it says. Because I believe in 

Jesus Christ, I trust God’s Word to be true; it tells me about Jesus.  

The Old and New Testament announce the same message. God loved the world enough to 

sacrifice his only Son.  

God also gave me forgiveness in Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. Baptism has washed away 

all my sins because Jesus says so. In the Lord’s Supper, I receive the body and blood of Jesus 

with the bread and wine in a mysterious and wonderful way. I don’t understand how that 

can be, but I know that it is “given and shed for me for the forgiveness of sins,” because 

Jesus says so. All these things I believe.  The only church I know teaches all these things is the  

Lutheran church where I belong.  I’m a Lutheran 

because I am a believer in Jesus Christ. I believe 

and confess the truths of the Bible.  
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BIBLE STUDY OPPORTUNITIES 

Once again we gather around the Word to grow and mature in our faith! Join us as often as you can! 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

TUESDAY MORNINGS   6AM 
 
WOMEN’S  BIBLE STUDY 

THURSDAY EVENINGS  6:15PM    
 
FAMILY BIBLE STUDY 

SUNDAY MORNINGS  9:15AM 
 
BIBLE INFORMATION CLASS 

WEDNESDAY EVENINGS  6PM 
 

 

 

Our studies are underway with many opportunities for men, 
women and families to gather with friends in faith around the 
Word of our Lord.  Come and immerse yourself in the joy, 
comfort, peace and goodness found in God’s Word. 
 

SUNDAY MORNING FAMILY BIBLE HOUR:  We continue to discuss 
the WELS Outreach movie, ‘To the Ends of the Earth’.  This film focuses 
on the life of Paul and his God-directed mission to bring people to know 
and trust in Jesus. 
 
TUESDAY MORNING MEN’S STUDY: Join us in the fall as we continue 
to work though the gospel of Matthew. Haven’t joined us yet?  No 
problem!  Come and grow along with us. 
 

THURSDAY EVENING LADIES STUDY: We begin the new Bible study 
year with the book of Exodus.  Please join us whenever you can! 
 

BIBLE INFORMATION CLASS:  This class is a wonderful review for 
anyone wanting to brush up on the basic teachings of God’s Word.  It’s 
also the class designed for those interested in membership in our 
congregation.  A NEW CLASS IS STARTING OCTOBER 3RD!  Contact 
the pastor for upcoming classes. 

May our GOD bless our time in his Word. 
 

Christian Home Conference  | St. Paul’s - Tomah   
DATE:  October 20

th
      TIME:  9AM – 3PM    PRESENTER: Pastor Johann Caauwe 

If we want our children to grow up as Christians, we must recognize the challenges Satan 
has set before us. Therefore, the work of Christian parents to raise Christian children must be 
more intentional and proactive.  

Building a Christian does not require secret knowledge or super skills. This presentation will lead us to confront 
and identify the challenges to keeping our children in the Faith, and suggest simple strategies for keeping your 
home a place where faith is nurtured and strengthened. There is no cost to attend.  We will collect a free-will 
offering to help cover the cost. 

Questions please contact Bill Schleusener (608-377-4925 |  luderevolo@gmail.com)  

 

Outreach is an important aspect of being 

a Christian.  We want to share the truth of 

God's love with the world!  

Are you interested in improving your ability to 

speak to others about your faith? Then now is the 

time to sign up to attend the School of Outreach 

on October 6th at St Matthew's - Stoddard, WI.  

Contact Dan Cook if interested in attending;  

262-366-7855 or dancook7@outlook.com 

 ATTENTION MEN!  With all of the 
pressures of life and temptations of 
Satan around every corner, do you 
find it difficult to be the Christian 
man you desire to be? A seminar for teen 
through adult men is being hosted in Rochester, 
MN on October 27 to help you with your walk 
with Jesus. Visit the website for details - 
menofhisword.org 
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Remember our website! 

christlutheranwestsalem.com 

 

October 2nd  Jeff Ebert 

October 3rd  Kerry McGuire, Kirsten Harris, Delaney Jostad 

October 4th  Pat Dummer, Duane Luethe, Jan Stancil 

October 6th  Madelyn Gilster 

October 8th Brittany Christopherson 

October 9th Christine Gilster 

October 10th  Tricia Holzhausen 

October 11th  Phineas Rick, Kathy Rudser 

October 12th  Jim Hauser 

October 13th   Joseph Raiten  

October 14th  Kyle Hemker 

October 15th Lynn Theyerl 

October 16th  Verna Smillie 

October 19th  Sue Greene, Hazel Schweiger, Mel Moe, Kyle Tranberg, 
 Kurt Weber  

October 20th  Sharon Schwier 

October 21st  Sue Torris 

October 22nd Adam Greene, Andy Greene, Ryder Rasmussen 

October 23rd   Jim Gilster, Gavyn Lueck 

October 26th  Jason Gerke, Joy Ranney 

October 27th  Jessica Conley 

October 28th  Brent Harris 

October 29th   Marlene Horstman, Carl Lueck, Dawn Lueck 

October 30th  Judy Wehrs 

October 31st  Charles Hemker, Elizabeth McBain 

 

 

If you have recently moved, 
please remember to inform the 
Pastor or church secretary of 
your new address information 
and phone number so that we 
may keep contact with you. 
Thank You. 

                                               
 

FALL WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 

 
                                               

Sunday Morning  8:00 am  
 10:30 am  

Monday Evening  6:30 pm  
 

HEADED FOR THE HOSPITAL?   
ATTENDING ANOTHER 
CHURCH?  MOVING? 

Your pastors are here to serve in all 
of these areas, so please let us 
know when changes take place!  
We’d love to take you to God’s 
grace; a grace that doesn’t change 
even when our life situations do! 
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NOTES & NEWS 
COULEE REGION OWLS meets October 11th  
at First, 400 West Ave S, LAX at noon with a 
Potluck Lunch.  Bring a dish to pass/table 
service.  Coffee provided.  Men & women 

age 55 or older are welcome.  Offering collected. 

 CARING CHRISTIANS MENTAL HEALTH 
meets October 1st at 6:30PM @ First 
Lutheran |  400 West Ave S  |  La Crosse.  

TOPIC:  Shame and guilt 

   

WELS GRIEF SUPPORT:  Our next 
meeting will be Tuesday, Oct 2nd at  
St. John's in Barre Mills at 7PM. 

 

 
 

LADIES AID meets Thursday, Oct 4th in the Multi-Purpose Rm @ 1:30PM. This month,  
Sue Mathe joins us to discuss the various programs available through Thrivent. Light 
refreshments follow the meeting.  All Women are welcome to join us!  

 

St Johns Lutheran – Nodine – invites 
you to join them in thanks and praise 
for Pastor Dennis Harbach and his 25 

years of service. Celebration is scheduled for 
October 7th at 3PM in the All-Purpose Rm at St. 
John’s School – Dakota, MN.  A meal follows.   

 The council met and voted to extend a call to Pastor 
Jason Strong.  This pastor position would serve the 
families and youth of both CHRIST and St John’s 
churches. Please keep Pastor Strong, St. John’s 
church, CHRIST church, and Light of the World 
church (where Pastor Strong currently serves) in your 
prayers. 

 

ALL CHURCH MEETING IS OCTOBER 9th.  Everyone is welcome and 
encouraged to attend.  Come and find out what your church is doing for 
its members here and in the community, country and world. 

 

 

Thank you to everyone who donated receiving blankets, bonnets and pill bottles to the Central 
African Medical Mission in September.  The mobile clinic thanks you, and LWMS thanks you for 
your support of this important mission to serve the health and spiritual needs of the people of 
Malawi and Zambia. 

 

Enjoy receiving encouragement 
and prayer requests by 
participating in our Prayer Chain! 
Submit prayer requests by:  

EMAIL  prayers@christlutheranwestsalem.com 

DROP  them in the prayer box in the narthex  
CALL  the pastor (608-786-1250  x113) 

 October 
Altar Guild Servers 

Vicki Degenhardt 
Elsa Miller 
Jean Hauser 
Sandy Stockheimer 

  

October  

Women of CHRIST 
GROUP  3 

Last Names:  E - Ga 

 

Interior Design & Landscaping Committees have worked hard to refresh some 

areas around our beautiful church.  We thank everyone who helped paint, plant, 

and provide muscle for the various projects!  Special thanks to the church council 

for their help and support throughout!   

Our work continues with a new location for presenting member information!  Watch for a 

slatwall installation coming soon!  Further improvements are in the works!  Member gifts 

determine when those projects will be started.  Please keep the efforts of all those serving 

CHRIST church in your prayers. 
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Monthly Bible Readings 

The Discipleship Journal Bible Reading 
Plan offers special features that will 
help you in your journey through the 
bible.  By reading from four separate 
places in the Scripture every day, you 
should be able to better grasp the unity 
of the Scriptures, as well as enjoy the 
variety of seeing four different 
viewpoints. 
 
Don’t become frustrated if you fall 
behind.  Each month lists only twenty-
five readings. That offers several “free 
days” each month for catch up if they 
are needed. Here are the passages for 
SEPTEMBER. 

 

 NEW TESTAMENT OLD TESTAMENT 

  LUKE HEBREWS PROVERBS ISAIAH 

1 20:27-40 1:1-9 18 1-2 

2 20:41-47 1:10-14 19:1-14 3-5 

3 21:1-19 2:1-9 19:15-29 6-8 

4 21:20-28 2:10-18 20:1-15 9-10 

5 21:29-38 3 20:16-30  11-13 

6 22:1-13 4:1-11 21:1-16 14-16 

7 22:14-23 4:12-16 21:17-29 17-20 

8 22:24-30 5 22:1-16 21-23 

9 22:31-38 6:1-12 22:17-29 24-26 

10 22:39-46 6:13-20 23:1-18 27-28 

11 22:47-53 7:1-10 23:19-35 29-30 

12 22:54-62 7:11-28 24:1-22 31-33 

13 22:63-71 8:1-6 24:23-34 34-36 

14 23:1-12 8:7-13 25:1-14 37-39 

15 23:13-25 9:1-10 25:15-28 40-41 

16 23:26-31 9:11-28 26:1-16 42-43 

17 23:32-37 10:1-18 26:17-28 44-45 

18 23:38-43 10:19-39 27:1-14 46-48 

19 23:44-49 11:1-16 27:15-27 49-50 

20 23:50-56 11:17-31 28:1-14  51-53 

21 24:1-12 11:32-40  28:15-27 54-55 

22 24:13-27 12:1-13 29:1-14 56-58 

23 24:28-35 12:14-29 29:15-27 59-61 

24 24:36-44 13:1-8 30 62-64 

25 24:45-53 13:9-25 31 65-66 
 

 
 

Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, 
that there may be food in my house. Test 
me in this," says the LORD Almighty, 
"and see if I will not throw open the 
floodgates of 
heaven and pour 
out so much 
blessing that you 

will not have room 
enough for it. 

 (Malachi 3:10) 

September Financial Summary 
 

Needed Monthly to meet budget  $ 39,182 

Aug Income Received $ 40,432 

Aug Expenses  $ 49,498 

Income (vs) Expense                                        - $  9066 
 

Outstanding Debts 

 Church Mortgage  $ 173,730 

Church line of credit*  $ 0   

 Church Commitments                                  $ 5,695    
 

 

We’re expanding the Knit & Crochet Circle into Making for 

Missions.  There’s a wide variety of talents we can share to 

show love and give aid to our community, country & world!   

 Do you sew, knit or crochet?  There are missions like New Life Resource Center, CAMM, Gundersen 

Neonatal ICU, and other local missions to support.   

 Do you color, draw or enjoy writing?  We have Elderly Care facilities wanting correspondence to 

give residents; and there are LWMS Missionaries and college students to remember with 

correspondence. 

Whatever your talent, there is a mission you can support!  Enjoy time together in fellowship, learn a 

new hobby, and make with us!  This is open to men, women and kids middle school age and older.   

Outlets/tables provided.  Come & go as you like! 

Making for Missions meets October 14th in the Multi-Purpose Rm | 1-4PM   
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Christ-St. John’s Lutheran School 
Serving:  Christ Ev. Lutheran Church, West Salem & St. John’s Ev. Lutheran Church, Barre Mills 

 

Teaching Christ’s Love.   

Pre-Kindergarten – 8
th

 Grade. 

The academics are challenging.  The teachers are nurturing. 
The lessons learned are for a lifetime. 

                                                  _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 7 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge, but fools despise wisdom 
and discipline. 8 Listen, my son, to your father's instruction and do not forsake your 
mother's teaching.  9 They will be a garland to grace your head and a chain to 
adorn your neck.  Proverbs 1: 7-9 

 

School Calendar for October 
  

 3 Early Release – 12:15PM 

 15 Picture Retakes; 8:30AM 

 15 Children’s Theater @ Luther; Grade 1-4 

 17 CSJ Athletics Mtg @ CSJ – 6:30PM 

 19 No Bussing (WSalem No School) 

 24 Early Release @ 11AM – No Bussing) 

 25-26 No School – Teacher’s Conf | Milwaukee 
  

 

Over a hundred years ago the people of our congregations 
started a Christian day school.   They were firmly convinced 
that having their children firmly rooted in God’s Word was the 
most important thing they could do for them. 

It must have been a tremendous sacrifice for them to build a 
school and call and support a teacher, but perhaps the words 
of Solomon from Proverbs 1 listed above were ringing in their 
ears. 

Now, over a hundred years later God’s people at Christ &  
St. John’s are still supporting a Christian day school, making 
sacrifices so that all the children of their congregation can 
remain firmly grounded in the truth of the Scriptures.  

We pray that parents today, who by God’s grace were 
fortunate enough to receive a Christian education when they 
were children, will make sure that their children learn to fear 
the Lord. Christ-St. John’s Lutheran School is eager to assist 
parents in teaching their children the one thing needful. 

7The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge,  
 but fools despise wisdom and discipline.  

 8 Listen, my son, to your father's instruction and do not 
forsake your mother's teaching.  
9 They will be a garland to grace your head and a chain to 
adorn your neck.    

 Proverbs 1: 7-9 

 

 

Thanks for remembering to save 
your box tops & milk caps! 

 

 Buy CSJ SCRIP cards for 
stores you already shop – 

spend them like gift cards - 
help fundraise for the 

school!  Call Lisa Black with 
questions; 786-1250 x100 |  lblack@christstjohns.org 

 

 

SURROUND CARE BROCHURES are 
available to those seeking before/after 
school care.  If interested in participating 
in this CSJ program, please pick up a 
form to complete 
and return to the 
school secretary. 

 

  

 CSJ Fall 
Festival is 
October 20th The gym will 

be filled with activities and 

games!  There will also be great 

treats and snacks  

 

 

 

CHRIST LUTHERAN CONTACTS 

Pastor Galen Riediger 

Ph: (608) 786-1250, Ext. 113 
Ph:  (608) 512-0028 (Home) 
E:  griediger@christlutheranwestsalem.com 

 

Church Secretary – Ruth Hage 

Ph:  (608) 786-1250, Ext. 114 
E:  secretary@christlutheranwestsalem.com 

President – Randy Mathe 

Ph:  (608) 787-8373 
E: durand.mathe@gmail.com  

Vice President – Dean Buchanan 

Ph:  (608) 386-7222 
E:  busybs@charter.net 
 

Christ-St. John’s Lutheran School 

Ph: (608) 786-1250 
Web:  www.christstjohns.org 

Principal – Stephen Berg 

Ph:  (608) 786-1250 
E: sberg@christstjohns.org 

LHS Principal – Paul Wichmann 

Ph:  (608) 799-2083 

 


