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Singing 

Your Faith! 
Martin Luther’s timeless hymns 

encourage us to sing our faith. 

Epiphany:  To Jordan Came the Christ, Our Lord (CW 88) 

One of Martin Luther’s most significant writings was his Small 

Catechism, published in 1529. It provides a summary of our 

Christian faith, divided into six chief parts of biblical teaching. In 

time, Luther composed a hymn for each part to combine those 

sacred truths with music for easier learning. These hymns give 

God’s people a special opportunity to sing their faith.   

In 1541, Luther wrote the last of his catechetical hymns, “To 

Jordan Came the Christ, Our Lord,” which treats the subject of 

Holy Baptism.  Some modern hymnals rearrange Luther’s original 

stanzas and eliminate others, but Luther’s lesson remains. At the 

Jordan River in a grand epiphany, Jesus reveals the significance 

and importance of our baptism when he was himself baptized. 

In his sermons on Christ’s baptism, Luther regularly equated it 

with Jesus’ cross, stressing that in both places the Savior 

exchanged his perfection for our sin. Baptism was as much a 

part of Christ’s saving work for us as was his cross: “First he must 

sanctify baptism through his own body and thereby take away   

the sin, in order that afterwards those who believe in him may have the forgiveness of 

sins.”  Luther reflects this idea in his hymn:  

“This heav’nly washing now shall be a cleansing from transgression and by his blood and 

agony release from death’s oppression. A new life now awaits us” (stanza 1). 

But how can we be certain that Jesus’ baptism has such saving impact?  Luther answers: 

Just look who showed up! “The Father’s voice from heav’n came down which we do 

well to ponder: ‘This man is my beloved Son, in whom my heart has pleasure’” (stanza 2). 

Not only that, but “God’s Holy Spirit here avows our kinship while bestowing the baptism 

of his blessing” (stanza 3). True, our physical eyes only see water, but “before the eye of 

faith unfolds the pow’r of Jesus’ merit. For here it sees his precious blood to all our ills bring 

healing, . . . assuring his own pardon” (stanza 4). 

And what are God’s people to do with Baptism? Luther replies, “Go out to ev’ry nation 

and bring to them the living Word” (stanza 5). We sing and share our baptismal faith! 
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BIBLE STUDY OPPORTUNITIES 

We gather around the Word to grow and mature in our faith! Join us as often as you can! 

FAMILY BIBLE STUDY 

SUNDAY MORNINGS  9:15AM 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

TUESDAY MORNINGS   6AM 
 
WOMEN’S  BIBLE STUDY 

THURSDAY EVENINGS  6:15PM    
 
BIBLE INFORMATION CLASS 

WEDNESDAY EVENINGS  6PM 

 

SUNDAY MORNING FAMILY BIBLE HOUR:  Join us for Bible study that 
coordinates with our Sunday School children’s lessons. 
 

TUESDAY MORNING MEN’S STUDY: We continue to work though the 
gospel of Matthew.  We are currently at chapter 21. Haven’t joined us 
yet?  No problem!  Come and grow along with us.   
 

THURSDAY EVENING LADIES STUDY: We continue our study of 
Exodus.  We’re just arriving at Mt Sinai. Please join us whenever you can! 
 

BIBLE INFORMATION CLASS:  This class is a wonderful review for 
anyone wanting to brush up on the basic teachings of God’s Word.  It’s 
also the class designed for those interested in membership in our 
congregation. 

A new BIBLE INFORMATION CLASS begins soon!  Watch the Weekly 
Update for details. 

                                 
 

ALL CHURCH MEETING IS JANUARY 8th.  Everyone is welcome and encouraged to 
attend.  Come and find out what your church is doing for its members here and in the 
community, country and world. 

    

Enjoy receiving encouragement 
and prayer requests by 
participating in our Prayer Chain! 
Submit prayer requests by:  

EMAIL  prayers@christlutheranwestsalem.com 
DROP  them in the prayer box in the narthex  
CALL the pastor; 786-1250 x113 

 JANUARY 
Altar Guild Servers 

Sue Greene 
Tina Willinger 
Donna Beyer 
Ronda Young 
Barb Mellor 

  

JANUARY 
Women of CHRIST 

GROUP 6 

Last Names:   Je - Kr 

   

 

Be part of our Snow Shovel Brigade!! If you 
are able to help keep the sidewalks at church cleared 
after a snowfall, please find the sign-up sheets at the 
Usher’s Cabinet and write your name in any of the 
week(s) listed.  We appreciate and thank you for your 
gift of time and muscle!  

 

 

May God bless you this new year.   
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Remember our website! 

christlutheranwestsalem.com 

 

January 2nd   Betty Lee, Madelyn Mellor 

January 3rd  Dorothy Garbers 

January 5th  Karen Young 

January 6th  Amalie Ganyo, Brynn Hage 

January 9th Travis Dale 

January 10th  Jonathan Hoffman, Dawn Gorniak 

January 11th  Sandy Stockheimer 

January 12th  Debra Stello, Brittney Niebuhr, Harold Horstmann 

January 14th Carol Dable 

January 15th Brianne Caulum, Pam Plenge 

January 16th  Tracey Krueger, Aria Jordan, Lily Robinson 

January 18th  Thomas Luethe, Amy Fruit, Thomas Buisman,  
Sara Semlar, Josh Kistler  

January 19th Leah Hundt, Ava Kendall 

January 22nd Benjamin Black 

January 23rd Gail Skemp 

January 24th Leah Young, Carol Wang, Marge Zirbel 

January 25th Warren Pickar, Dustin Wehrs 

January 28th  Ken Kindt 

January 29th  Adrianna Young, Dawn Gerke 

January 30th  Laura Kimball, Cheryl Thill 

 
 

If you have recently moved, please 

remember to inform the Pastor or 

church secretary of your new 

address information and phone 

number so that we may keep 

contact with you. Thank You. 

 

                                               

 

New Year’s Eve 6:30 pm 

Sunday Morning  8:00 am  
 10:30 am  

Monday Evening  6:30 pm 
 

                                               

HEADED FOR THE HOSPITAL?   
ATTENDING ANOTHER 
CHURCH?  MOVING? 

Your pastors are here to serve in 

all of these areas, so please let 

us know when changes take 

place!  We’d love to take you to 

God’s grace; a grace that 

doesn’t change even as our 

situations in life change! 
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NOTES & NEWS 
THANK YOU to those 
who participated in the 
Live Nativity this 
Christmas season.   
Thanks, too, for all the 
wonderful food 
donations we received, and to those 
who helped with costuming.  What a 
wonderful opportunity to Share the 
Good News!  – Diorama Committee – 

 THE 2019 USHER’S 
SCHEDULE is available on the 

slatwall.  Please contact  
Pat McGuire with questions; 

385-0178 

 

 
CHRISTMAS BASKETS TO SHUT-INS 
A SPECIAL THANK YOU to those who 
donated cookies, helped assemble 
baskets, and made deliveries to our 
shut-ins, nursing home residents and 
octogenarians.  We had a wonderful 
assortment of goodies and 
appreciate those who 
helped with delivery.  – 
Ladies Aid – 

 

 

Thank you to those who purchased poinsettias to beautify the altar this Christmas season.  The 
POINSETTIA was placed by the Severson family in loving memory of LaVerne Severson. 

  

HELP IS NEEDED with taking down the diorama at Riverside Park in La Crosse.  Please come  
January  1st  at 9AM.  The process takes approximately 4-5 hours – but as you know, many 
hands make light (and faster) work.  There will be a lunch served at noon for those who 
volunteer.  Hope to see you there! 
 

KNIT & CROCHET CIRCLE BEGINS AGAIN 
JANUARY 7TH @ 6:30PM!  Every skill level is 

welcome!  There will be 
experienced hobbiests available 
to provide help and instruction. 
Whatever your project, we invite 

you to come and work on it with us!  We plan 
to meet the first Monday of each month.  
Location is Katie’s home; 431 East Avenue – 
West Salem.  Questions call 386-7856   

 Friday, January 11th 

6:15 – 8:30PM 

MOVIE in Kindergarten Rm 

EUCHRE TOURNAMENTS begin at 6:30  

OPEN GYM and BOARD GAMES!   

BRING SNACKS to share!  Fun for all 

ages!  Youth available for child care. 
 

Women In Christ  – A revised Women In Christ pamphlet is being printed and will be 

available soon!  Watch for an announcement in the bulletin about when to pick up your copy.  

Unclaimed booklets will be mailed to members.  All women in our congregation are members of 

this important group!  With assistance and direction from the Ladies Aid,   women of the 

congregation are called upon to support our church and its members with a variety of tasks 

(Lenten suppers, funeral luncheons, etc).  We also gather to grow in faith and fellowship 

through activities and events.  Thank you, ladies, for your involvement! 
 

CARING CHRISTIANS 
MENTAL HEALTH  January 
7th @ 6:30PM we gather at 
First Lutheran,  400 West Ave S - La 
Crosse.  Those struggling or supporting 
those who struggle with mental illness 
are welcome to attend. 

 

CHURCH CANCELLATION: 

When we are experiencing inclement 
weather, a temporary announcement 

will be put on the phone system at 
church (dial 786-1250; x 3).  

Cancellations will be posted one hour 
before the event.  Thank you.  

 

GRIEF SUPPORT 
meets Jan 8th  | 7PM  
at St. John’s in Barre 

Mills.  If you, or someone you know is 
grieving, come for support from God’s 
word and from fellow Christians. Call 
Pastor Schultz; 786-1742. 

 

Thank you to everyone who attended our Happy Birthday Jesus event!  It 

was a great day with lots of fun crafts to make, card creating for shut-in’s, and of 

course cake & ice cream to celebrate Jesus birth.  Thank you to our volunteers who 

helped at the crafting tables, monitored the gym, and helped serve cake.  May you all 

have a blessed Christmas celebration!  
 
  

Rooted in God’s Word 
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Monthly Bible Readings 

The Discipleship Journal Bible Reading 
Plan offers special features that will 
help you in your journey through the 
bible.  By reading from four separate 
places in the Scripture every day, you 
should be able to better grasp the unity 
of the Scriptures, as well as enjoy the 
variety of seeing four different 
viewpoints. 
 
Don’t become frustrated if you fall 
behind.  Each month lists only twenty-
five readings. That offers several “free 
days” each month for catch up if they 
are needed. Here are the passages for 
JANUARY. 

 

 

 
 

 NEW TESTAMENT OLD TESTAMENT 

  MATTHEW ACTS PSALMS GENESIS 

1 1:1-17 1:1-11 1 1-2 

2 1:18-25 1:12-26 2 3-4 

3 2:1-12 2:1-21 3 5-8 

4 2:13-23 2:22-47 4 9-11 

5 3:1-12 3 5  12-14 

6 3:13-17 4:1-22 6 15-17 

7 4:1-11 4:23-37 7 18-20 

8 4:12-17 5:1-16 8 21-23 

9 4:18-25 5:17-42 9 24 

10 5:1-12 6 10 25-26 

11 5:13-20 7:1-38 11 27-28 

12 5:21-32 7:39-60 12 29-30 

13 5:33-48 8:1-25 13 31 

14 6:1-15 8:26-40 14 32-33 

15 6:16-24 9:1-19 15 34-35 

16 6:25-34 9:20-43 16 36 

17 7:1-14 10:1-23 17 37-38 

18 7:15-29 10:24-48 18:1-25 39-40 

19 8:1-13 11:1-18 18:26-40 41 

20 8:14-22 11:19-30 19  42-43 

21 8:23-34 12  20 44-45 

22 9:1-13 13:1-25 21 46-47 

23 9:14-26 13:26-52 22:1-11 48 

24 9:27-38 14 22:12-31 49 

25 10:1-20 15:1-21 23 50 
 

  

 
Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there 
may be food in my house. Test me in this," says the 
LORD Almighty, "and see if I will not throw open the 
floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing 

that you will not have room enough for it. (Malachi 3:10) 

November Financial Summary 
 

Needed Monthly to meet budget  $  39,128 

October Income Received $  42,060 
October Expenses  $  33,522 

Income (vs) Expense                                      + $   8,538 

Outstanding Debts 

 Church Mortgage   $  172,279 

 Church line of credit*   $   0 
 Commitments  $   3,515 

 

CHRIST LUTHERAN CONTACTS 

Pastor Galen Riediger 

Ph: (608) 786-1250, Ext. 113 
Ph:  (608) 512-0028 (Home) 
E:  griediger@christlutheranwestsalem.com 

 

Church Secretary – Ruth Hage 

Ph:  (608) 786-1250, Ext. 114 
E:  secretary@christlutheranwestsalem.com 

President – Randy Mathe 

Ph:  (608) 787-8373 
E: durand.mathe@gmail.com  

Vice President – Dean Buchanan 

Ph:  (608) 386-7222 
E:  busybs@charter.net 
 

Christ-St. John’s Lutheran School 

Ph: (608) 786-1250 
Web:  www.christstjohns.org 

Principal – Stephen Berg 

Ph:  (608) 786-1250 
E: sberg@christstjohns.org 

LHS Principal – Paul Wichmann 

Ph:  (608) 799-2083 
 

MISSION FESTIVAL IS JANUARY 27th!   Pastor Jasper Sellow will be here to share 

with us the work being done in Adams-Friendship.  Services are at 8 & 10:30AM.  

His presentation will be given during Family Bible Hour (9:15-10:15).  A potluck 

meal will follow second service. 
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Christ-St. John’s Lutheran School 
Serving:  Christ Ev. Lutheran Church, West Salem & St. John’s Ev. Lutheran Church, Barre Mills 

 
  

A GREAT school.  A CHRISTIAN school. 
 

 The academics are challenging.   

 The teachers are nurturing.   

 The lessons learned are for a lifetime.   

 
School Calendar for January 

  

   Classes Resume – NO Bussing 

  B Boys BB Tournament 

  End of 2nd Quarter 

  Candid Yearbook Picture Day 

  B Girls BB Tournament 

  No Bussing Available 

  Parent/Teacher Consultations  

  

A New Year tradition for some is to make resolutions − 
resolutions to change something about themselves or their 
surroundings that will eventually make life better, healthier, 
more productive, less hectic etc. 

Such resolutions often are followed for a while but eventually 
fall by the wayside and people continue to live and act as they 
always do. Life goes on as it always has which in many ways is 
unfortunate, and for some may have eternal consequences. 

In Matthew 24, Jesus spoke these words;  11and many false 
prophets will appear and deceive many people. 12 Because of 
the increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold.  

Unfortunately, there are false prophets in our world today, just 
as there were at the time of Jesus. And, although the words 
and the approach may be different, the message is essentially 
the same. The false prophets of old and our time try to 
convince us that we are better off without Jesus. We can get 
further ahead in life if we spend our time pursuing things of the 
world instead of listening to the one thing needful, the word of 
Our Savior. The evidence of the effect of these false prophets is 
all around us. 

Lack of church attendance and participation in the Lord’s 
Supper, personal Bible study, enrollment in our Christian day 
school and attendance at Bible class and Sunday school testify 
to the effect of the false prophets of our day. The love of many 
for Jesus our Savior has grown cold. 

Perhaps it’s time for New Year’s resolution that we make sure 
to keep. In Matthew 24 Jesus said this: 13 But the one who 
endures to the end will be saved.” Resolve to stay close to  

 

  

 Using SCRIP is EASY!   Buy 
CSJ SCRIP cards for stores 
you already shop – spend 
them like gift cards - help 
fundraise for the school!  Find 

out how; call Lisa Black to sign up or ask questions;  
786-1250 x100  |  lblack@christstjohns.org 

  

Thanks for remembering to save your 

box tops and milk caps 

 

H A P P Y  N E W  Y E A R !  

 
  

 CAR WASH GIFT 
CARDS are available as 

a fundraiser for the CSA.  

Purchase cards at the 

school office for $35/5 washes  

Jesus. Make it a priority in your life to regularly worship, make use of the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, and 
read and study his Word. If you have children provide them with a Christian Education that is readily available 
for them from birth to the grave. Make your resolution to “endure to the end and be saved”  
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