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Mission Statement 

With the help of the Triune God, our mission is to gladly  

nurture the spiritual and physical needs of our congregation, to 

train our children in the knowledge of the Lord, to reach out to 

others with the saving message of Jesus’ love and forgiveness. 

W elcome! Thank you for joining us for worship this morning. In our service we gather before our almighty God 

to offer him our worship and praise. We also gather to strengthen ourselves through the study of God’s holy 

and powerful Word. 

 Prayer before worship  

O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, you have brought us 

safely to this new day.  Defend us with your might power, and grant that this day 

we neither fall into sin, nor run into any kind of danger; and in all we do, direct us 

to what is right in your sight, through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord.  Amen. 
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The Season of Pentecost 

After reliving the great events of the life of Christ, the worshipping Church spends half a year 

focusing on the teachings of Christ. The Church wears green during the season of Pentecost as 

the Spirit uses those teachings of Jesus to grow the faith of believers.  

Our Worship Series:  THE CHURCH GROWS AS THE CHRISTIAN GROWS! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Theme for Today: The Christian lives as wheat among weeds. 

The Christian lives as wheat among weeds as he waits for the harvest.  Today we learn to live as 

wheat—to think and do what is right—even while we live in this sinful world.  Living with an 

eye on the coming harvest gives us encouragement, comfort and  hope. 

Pentecost 6 The Christian loves God above all things. 

Pentecost 7 The Christian finds rest in Jesus. 

Pentecost 8 The Christian is planted by the Word. 

Pentecost 9 The Christian lives as wheat among weeds. 

Pentecost 10 The Christians seeks spiritual wealth. 

Pentecost 11 The Christian trusts God to provide 

Pentecost 12 The Christian answers doubt with faith. 

Pentecost 13-17 The Church Grows as we Learn what the 

Church is. 

Pentecost 18-21 The Church Grows when we know our God. 
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Common Service Christian Worship — 15 

OPENING HYMN  .................................................................................................... VERSES 1-3 
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STAND 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son () and of the Holy Spirit.  
 
C:    Amen 

 
 
 
 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God 
our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.  

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have  
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and 
failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in 
eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I 
pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.  

 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be 
the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) 
and of the Holy Spirit.  

 
C: Amen. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: The Lord be with you.  

C:    And also with you. 

M: Let us pray.   (Pastor says prayer of the day) 
 

C:    Amen 

BE SEATED 
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THE WORD 

FIRST LESSON  Joel 3:12-16  

12
Let the nations be roused. Let them advance into the Valley of Jehoshaphat, 

for there I will sit to judge all the nations. 
13

Swing the sickle, for the harvest is 

ripe. Come, trample the grapes, for the winepress is full and the vats overflow, 

because their wickedness is so great! 
14

Multitudes, multitudes in the Valley of 

Decision! For the Day of the LORD is near in the Valley of Decision. 
15

The sun and 

moon will be darkened, and the stars will stop shining. 
16

The LORD will roar from 

Zion and shout from Jerusalem. The sky and the earth will tremble. But the LORD 

will be a refuge for his people, a stronghold for the people of Israel. 

 PSALM OF THE DAY   PSALM 18 

                            verses spoken responsively 

 

The LORD is my rock, my fortress and by deliverer; 

 my God is my rock, in whom I take refuge. 

 

He reached down from on high and took hold of me; 

 he rescued me from my powerful enemy. 

 

He brought me out into a spacious place; 

 he rescued me because he delighted in me. 
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SECOND LESSON  Romans 8:26-27 

26
In the same way the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we 

should pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that are not 

expressed in words. 
27

And he who searches our hearts knows what the mind of 

the Spirit is, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints, according to God’s will. 

 

  

You, O LORD, keep my lamp burning; 

 my God turns my darkness into light. 

 

You save the humble 

 but bring low those whose eyes are haughty. 

 

You give me your shield of victory, 

 and your right hand sustains me. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
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VERSE OF THE DAY  

Alleluia. My Word will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and 
achieve the purpose for which I sent it. Alleluia.  

(Isaiah 55:11b) 

 

GOSPEL    Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 

24
He presented another parable to them: “The kingdom of heaven is like a man 

who sowed good seed in his field. 
25

But while people were sleeping, his enemy 

came and sowed weeds among the wheat and went away. 
26

When the plants 

sprouted and produced heads of grain, the weeds also appeared. 
27

The servants 

of the owner came and said to him, ‘Sir, did you not sow good seed in your 

field? Where did the weeds come from?’ 
28

He said to them, ‘An enemy did this.’ 

The servants asked him, ‘Do you want us to go and gather up the weeds?’ 
29

‘No,’ 

he answered, ‘because when you gather up the weeds, you might pull up the 

wheat along with them. 
30

Let both grow together until the harvest, and at  

harvest time I will tell the reapers, “First, gather up the weeds, bind them in  

bundles, and burn them. Then, gather the wheat into my barn.”’” 
36

Then Jesus 

sent the people away and went into the house. His disciples came to him and 

said, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds in the field.” 
37

He answered them, 

“The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man. 
38

The field is the world. 

The good seeds are the sons of the kingdom. The weeds are the sons of the Evil 

One. 
39

The enemy who sowed them is the Devil. The harvest is the end of the 

world. The reapers are angels. 
40

Therefore, just as the weeds are gathered up  

STAND 

M: The Gospel … 

C:  Glory be to you, O Lord! 



Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church    page 9 

 

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C:  Praise be to you, O Christ! 

NICENE CREED  

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the  
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 
being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation, he 
came down from  heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and  
became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death 
and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He  
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in  
glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the   
Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and  
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and  
apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 
resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.  Amen.    

 

BE SEATED 

 

The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) copyright © 2017 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. 

www.wartburgproject.org 

Lectionary listings from Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights  

reserved.  

and burned with fire, so it will be at the end of the world. 
41

The Son of Man will 

send out his angels, and they will pull out of his kingdom everything that causes 

sin and those who continue to break the law. 
42

The angels will throw them into 

the fiery furnace where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
43

Then the 

righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Whoever has 

ears to hear, let him hear.” 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 

M/C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and  
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory forever and ever. Amen 

SERMON:  Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43  

 

 

What Should We Do About the Weeds?  
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THE SACRAMENT 
M: The Lord be with you.  

C: And also with you.  
 
M: Lift up your hearts.  

C: We lift them up to the Lord.  
 
M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.  

C: It is good and right so to do.  
 
M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you 

thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who promised that wherever two or three come together in his name, there 
he is with them to shepherd his flock till he comes again in glory. Therefore, with all 
the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their 
glorious song:  

HOLY, HOLY , HOLY      Sanctus 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 
given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is 
my () body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”  

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of 
you; this is my () blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

LAMB OF GOD   Agnus Dei  

BE SEATED 

C: Amen.  

The service is reprinted from Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal  © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House.  
All rights reserved.   Used by permission. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-716373. 



Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church    page 14 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN   

DISTRIBUTION  
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M: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.  

M: We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this Holy Supper. 
We pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love 
for one another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

M: The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
The Lord look on you with favor and () give you peace.  

Thank you for Respecting our Communion Practice.  The Bible teaches that partaking of the 
body and blood of Christ is a special assurance of forgiveness to penitent believers in Christ. It 
is also an expression of our oneness in the doctrines we teach and believe. Christ wants us to 
administer this blessed sacrament responsibly. We would ask that 
if you are not a communicant member of Christ Lutheran and 
desire the sacrament, please kindly speak with one of the pastors 
before the service. Pamphlets are available in the narthex which 
explain our communion practice according to the Holy Scriptures. 

STAND 

THANKSGIVING 

C:  And his mercy endures forever. 

C: Amen.  

C: Amen.  
 
BE SEATED 
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CLOSING HYMN  ................................................................................ Verse 1 


