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September 13, 2020 

Pentecost 15 

The Church Is Militant:  First The Cross, Then The Crown. 
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500 Park Street   |   West Salem, WI  54669  |  608-786-1250  
Pastor Galen Riediger Don Frelitz 

Organist  Sunday:   Amy Cook Monday:   Amy Cook 

Greeters Sunday 8AM:     Sunday 10:30AM:   

Usher Teams Sunday 8AM:  Team  C ◼      Sunday 10:30AM:  K ◼      Monday 6:30PM:  McGuire 

Mission Statement 

With the help of the Triune God, our mission is to gladly  

nurture the spiritual and physical needs of our congregation, to 

train our children in the knowledge of the Lord, to reach out to 

others with the saving message of Jesus’ love and forgiveness. 

W elcome! Thank you for joining us for worship this morning. In our service we gather before our almighty God 

to offer him our worship and praise. We also gather to strengthen ourselves through the study of God’s holy 

and powerful Word. 

 Prayer before worship  

Almighty God, merciful Father, who creates and completes all things, I ask you on 

this day when my work begins anew, that you would create its beginning, direct its 

continuance, and bless its end, that all my doing may be preserved from sin, my life 

hallowed and my work in this week be pleasing to you.  Amen. 
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The Season of Pentecost 

After reliving the great events of the life of Christ, the worshipping Church spends half a year 

focusing on the teachings of Christ. The Church wears green during the season of Pentecost as 

the Spirit uses those teachings of Jesus to grow the faith of believers.  

 

Our Worship Series:  THE CHURCH GROWS as we Learn what the Church is. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Theme for Today: The Church is militant:  first the cross, then the crown. 

 

The Church  knows that going God's way means death must come before life.  He calls 

on us to deny ourselves and follow him on the way of the cross.  

Pentecost 13 The Church is meant for all people. 

Pentecost 14 The Church will stand forever. 

Pentecost 15 The Church is militant:  first the cross, then 

the crown. 

Pentecost 16 The Church fulfills her role as her brother’s 

keeper. 

Pentecost 17 The Church forgives as God forgives 

Pentecost 18-21 The Church Grows when we know our God. 
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        GATHERING RITE on the WORD CWS — 11 

INVOCATION 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son () and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

M: Oh, how I love your law! 

C: I meditate on it all day long. 

M: Your commands make me wiser than my enemies, 

C: for they are ever with me. 

M: I have more insight than all my teachers, 

C: for I meditate on your statutes. 

M: How sweet are your words to my taste, 

C: sweeter than honey to my mouth. 
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M: All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and 
training in righteousness, 

C: so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. 

(2 Timothy 3:16, 17) 

M: Yet so often we have despised God’s Word and failed to gladly hear and learn it.  
For this and all our sins, we bow before God and humbly ask his forgiveness. 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have diso-
beyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  I have done what is evil and failed 
to do what is good.  For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity.  
But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray; 
Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
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M: God gave his Word so “that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 
God, and that by believing you may have life in his name” (John 20:31).  The  
Scriptures testify about Jesus, who lived a perfect life for you, died on the cross to 
pay for all your sins, and rose again to assure you of your salvation.  Therefore, as a 
called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name 
of the Father and of the Son () and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
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THE WORD 

FIRST LESSON  Jeremiah 15:15-21  

15
O LORD, you understand. Remember me and care for me. Take vengeance for 

me on those who persecute me. You are slow to anger.  Do not take me away. 

Keep in mind that for your sake I bear disgrace. 
16

Your words came to me, and I 

devoured them. Your words became my joy, the delight of my heart, because I 

bear your name, O LORD God of Armies. 
17

I did not sit with the band of  

partygoers, nor did I celebrate with them. I sat alone, because your hand was 

upon me. You filled me with indignation. 
18

Why is my pain unending? Why is my 

wound incurable, refusing to heal? Will you be as deceptive as an intermittent 

stream to me, like a source of water that a person can’t depend on? 
19

Therefore 

this is what the LORD says. If you repent, I will take you back, so that you may 

stand before me. If what you say is worthwhile and not worthless, you will be my 

spokesman. They must turn to you, but you must not turn to them. 
20

I will make 

you like a bronze wall to this people. They will fight against you, but they will 

not overcome you, because I am with you to save you and to rescue you,  

declares the LORD. 
21

I will rescue you from the hand of the wicked, and I will  

deliver you from the grasp of the ruthless.  

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M:  Let us pray. 

 The minister says the Prayer of the Day. 

C: Amen. 

BE SEATED 
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 PSALM OF THE DAY   PSALM 121

I lift up my eyes to the hills. 

Where does my help come from? 

 

My help comes from the LORD, 

the maker of heaven and earth. 

 

He will not let your foot slip, 

he who watches over you will not slumber; 

 

indeed, he who watches over Israel 

will neither slumber nor sleep. 

 

Refrain 

 

 

The LORD watches over you, 

the LORD is your shade at your right hand. 

 

The LORD will keep you from all harm, 

he will watch over your life; 

 

the LORD will watch over your coming and going 

both now and forevermore. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Refrain 
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SECOND LESSON Romans 12:1-8 

Therefore I urge you, brothers, by the mercies of God, to offer your bodies as a 

living sacrifice—holy and pleasing to God—which is your appropriate worship. 
2
Also, do not continue to conform to the pattern of this world, but be  

transformed by the renewal of your mind, so that you test and approve what is 

the will of God—what is good, pleasing, and perfect. 
3
So by the grace given to 

me, I tell everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly than you 

ought, but think in a way that results in sound judgment, as God distributed a 

measure of faith to each of you. 
4
For we have many members in one body, and 

not all the members have the same function. 
5
In the same way, though we are 

many, we are one body in Christ, and individually members of one another. 
6
We 

have different gifts, according to the grace God has given us. If the gift is  

prophecy, do it in complete agreement with the faith. 
7
If it is serving, then serve. 

If it is teaching, then teach. 
8
If it is encouraging, then encourage. If it is  

contributing, be generous. If it is leadership, be diligent. If it is showing mercy, 

do it cheerfully.  

HMYN  How Shall the Young Secure Their Hearts....................... 509 vs.1,2 

   Hymn on next page 
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The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage VersionTM (EHVTM) copyright © 2016 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. 

www.wartburgproject.org 

Lectionary listings from Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights  

reserved. 
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STAND 

GOSPEL    Matthew 16:21-26 

21
From that time, Jesus began to show his disciples that he had to go to  

Jerusalem and suffer many things from the elders, chief priests, and experts in 

the law, and be killed, and on the third day be raised again. 
22

Peter took him 

aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “May you receive mercy, Lord! This will 

never happen to you.” 
23

But Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me,  

Satan! You are a snare to me because you are not thinking the things of God, 

but the things of men.” 
24

Then Jesus said to his disciples, “If anyone wants to  

follow me, let him deny himself, take up his cross, and follow me. 
25

In fact  

whoever wants to save his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake 

will find it. 
26

After all, what will it benefit a person if he gains the whole world, 

but forfeits his soul? Or what can a person give in exchange for his soul?” 

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise be to you, O Christ! 

The service is reprinted from Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal  © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House.  
All rights reserved.   Used by permission. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-716373. 

 

HMYN  How Shall the Young Secure Their Hearts....................... 509 vs.4,5 
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BE SEATED 

SERMON:  Matthew 16:21-26 

THE CHURCH IS BUILT ON CHRIST 

IV.  Nothing “easier” 

V.  Nothing better 

Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the  
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of 
one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation, 
he came down from  heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and  
became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death 
and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He  
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in 
glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the   
Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and  
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and  
apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for 
the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.  Amen.    

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  (INSERT) 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into  
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever.  Amen 
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THE SACRAMENT 

M: The Lord be with you.  
C:  And also with you. 

M: Lift up your hearts.  
C: We lift them up to the Lord. 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.  
C: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

M: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with 
every spiritual blessing. He sends the Holy Spirit to testify that we are his children 
and to strengthen us when we are weak. Now have come the salvation and the 
power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ.  To him who sits 
on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory for ever 
and ever. 

HOLY, HOLY , HOLY                   Sanctus 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my () body, 
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”  

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; 
this is my () blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of 
sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD  Agnus Dei  

BE SEATED 
Thank you for Respecting our Communion Practice.  The Bible teaches that partaking of the 
body and blood of Christ is a special assurance of forgiveness to penitent believers in Christ. It 
is also an expression of our oneness in the doctrines we teach 
and believe. Christ wants us to administer this blessed sacrament 
responsibly. We would ask that if you are not a communicant 
member of Christ Lutheran and desire the sacrament, please 
kindly speak with one of the pastors before the service.  
Pamphlets are available in the narthex which explain our  
communion practice according to the Holy Scriptures. 
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DISTRIBUTION  
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STAND 

M: Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here may 
glorify you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son may 
long for his coming again, and that all who have received in his true body and blood 
the pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life, through Je-
sus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C: Amen. 

M:  Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one another.  Serve the Lord 
with gladness. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and () give you peace. 

C: Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN 


