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His Story Can Change Yours 
What is it that draws us all to the Christmas story? The account of angels in the 

sky captures our imagination. The miracle of human birth is wonderful, but the miracle 
of the virgin birth – the birth of God’s own Son – fills us with awe and inspires our 
praise. The good news that is for all people makes us want to know that the Child was 
born for us, and that all things are just as the angel said.  

So once again tonight we listen to the old, but always wonderful, story of Christ-
mas. And we know to listen carefully for the ending, because his story ends in our story, 
and our story ends well, because of his story. So come to Bethlehem, and let’s see how 
his story changes our story. 

 Opening Hymn 



3 

 

A Song of Praise 

 
Leader:  
 
 
 
People: 
 
 
Leader:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
People:  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please stand 

The Call to Worship  

Leader: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

People: Amen 

Leader:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all.  

People: And also with you. 
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O N C E  A  P E A C E F U L  PA R A D I S E  

Leader: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
People:  
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 Leader: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
People:  
 
  
 
 

A Short Prayer 

Leader: Let us pray. 

 Heavenly Father, the story of our life would be a tragedy without Christmas. 
 So speak to us again the story that changes ours. Through word and song, 
 break into our world of sin and reveal the way of salvation to us all. Take us to 
 the manger of your mercy, and give us a foretaste of the joy that you will be 
 ours when our story ends in victory at the glorious return of our Savior, who 
 lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, now and for all eternity. 

People:  Amen. 

Please be seated 
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T H E  P R I N C E  O F  P E A C E  His Story Can Change Yours 

Part 1 

His Story Brings You Hope  
The reading will be Old Testament Prophecies 

Leader: I will put hostility between you and the woman, and between your seed and her 
seed. He will crush your head, and you will crush his heel.  (Genesis 3:15) 

People: And in his name the nations will hope. (Matthew 12:21)  

Leader: Then the glory of the Lord will be revealed, and all flesh together will see it. 
    Yes, the mouth of the Lord has spoken.  (Isaiah 40:5)  

People: I wait for the Lord. My soul waits, and in his word I have put my hope. 
(Psalm 130:5) 

Leader: But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah, 
from you, will go out the one who will be the ruler for me in Israel. His goings 
forth  are from the beginning, from the days of eternity.  (Micah 5:2) 

People: But as for me, I will keep watching for the Lord. I will wait for God my 
Savior. My God will hear me. (Micah 7:7) 

Leader: Therefore the Lord himself will give a sign for all of you. Look! The virgin will 
conceive and give birth to a son and name him Immanuel. (Isaiah 7:14) 

People: based on the hope of eternal life, which God, who cannot lie, promised   
before time began. (Titus 1:2) 

 

 

 

Devotional Thoughts on HOPE 
Concluded with a short prayer 
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 A Christmas Carol 

verses.1, 3,6 
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 Part 2 

His Story Brings You Love 
The reading will be Luke 2:1-7 

Leader: In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should 
be registered. 2 This was the first census taken while Quirinius was governing 
Syria. 3 And everyone went to register, each to his own town.  

People: But when the kindness and love of God our Savior toward mankind  
appeared, 5 he saved us—not by righteous works that we did ourselves, but 
because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and the 
renewal by the Holy Spirit, (Titus 3:4-5) 

Leader: 4And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the town of Nazareth, into Judea, 
to the town of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was from the house 
and family line of David. 5 He went to be registered with Mary, his wife, who 
was pledged to him in marriage and was expecting a child.  

People: This is how God’s love for us was revealed: God has sent his only-begotten 
Son into the world so that we may live through him. (1 John 4:9) 

Leader: 
 6

And so it was that while they were there, the time came for her to give 
birth. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son , 

People: “For God so loved the world that he gave his only-begotten Son, that  
whoever believes in him shall not perish, but have eternal life. (John 3:16) 

Leader: wrapped him in swaddling cloths, and laid him in a manger, because there was 
no room for them in the inn.  

People: See the kind of love the Father has given us that we should be called  
children of God, and that is what we are! The world does not know us,  
because it did not know him. (1 John 3:1)  

 

 

Devotional Thoughts on LOVE 
Concluded with a short prayer 
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 A Christmas Carol 

Sung by the small choir 
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 Part 3 

His Story Brings You Joy 
The reading will be Luke 2:8-12 

Leader: 8 There were in the same country shepherds staying out in the fields, keeping 
watch over their flock at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the 
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified!  

People: This is the day the Lord has made. Let us rejoice and be glad in it.  
(Psalm 118:24) 

Leader: 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. For behold, I bring you good 
news of great joy, which will be for all people: 11 Today in the town of David, a 
Savior was born for you. He is Chris  the Lord.  

People: On that day it will be said, “Look, here is our God! We waited for him, and 
he saved us! This is the Lord! We waited for him. Let us be glad and rejoice 
in his salvation!” (Isaiah 25:9)  

Leader: 12 And this will be a sign for you: You will find a baby wrapped in swaddling 
cloths and lying in a manger.”  

People: but I will delight in the Lord and rejoice in God who saves me.   
(Habakkuk 3:18) 

 

 

 

Devotional Thoughts on JOY 
Concluded with a short prayer 
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 A Christmas Carol 

verses.1-2 
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 Part 4 

His Story Brings You Peace 
The reading will be Luke 2:13-20 

Leader: Suddenly, there was with the angel a multitude from the heavenly army,  
praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, 
good will toward mankind.”  

People: For to us a child is born. To us a son is given. The authority to rule will rest 
on his shoulders. He will be named: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,  
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. (Isaiah 9:6) 

Leader: 15 When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Now let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which 
the Lord has made known to us.” 16 So they hurried off and found Mary and  
Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger.   

People: Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace  with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. (Romans 5:1)  

Leader: 17 When they had seen him, they told others the message they had been told 
about this child. 18 And all who heard it were amazed by what the shepherds said 
to them.  

People: How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of a herald, who proclaims 
peace and preaches good news, who proclaims salvation, who says to Zion, 
“Your God is king!” (Isaiah 52:7) 

Leader: 19 But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart.  

People: And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your 
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. (Philippians 4:7) 

Leader: 20 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that 
they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told.  

People: Let the peace of Christ control your hearts, to which you were also called, 
in one body. And be thankful. (Colossians 3:15) 

 

 

Devotional Thoughts on PEACE 
Concluded with a short prayer 
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 A Christmas Carol 

verses. 1, 3 
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 Please stand for … 

A Prayer for Christmas Eve 
Leader:  Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: through your grace we again 

 celebrate the birth of our Savior. This evening we come into your presence 
 with great joy, for you have graciously fulfilled your promises, given to our 
 first parents after the fall into sin, to the patriarchs Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, 
 to Moses and the prophets, and to all your people of old, who waited in hope 
 for the Salvation of Israel. 

People:  Accept our humble tribute of praise and thanksgiving, and grant that 
 through the birth of your Son, we may be born again in the Spirit unto 
 the blessed hope of everlasting life. 

Leader:  We raise our voices in thanks and praise, O Lord, that because of Christmas, 
 we who were lost and confused in the darkness of our sin and unbelief, we 
 who were troubled with the guilt of our wrongs and fearful of the dark and 
 uncertain future, have now been brought into the light of your truth and  grace. 

People:  Lord Jesus, we praise you for bringing light into our lives. 

Leader:  The truth which you have brought into the world makes us certain that we 
 have all sinned grievously and deserve your wrath and eternal punishment. 

People:  But your grace and love, so evident in your humble birth, perfect life,   
 innocent suffering and death, and victorious resurrection -- all for our 
 sakes --  gives us hope and peace. 

Leader:  O Holy Spirit, open our hearts and enter them tonight so we may see Christ as 
 our Savior and humbly repent of our sins and worship him as our only hope 
 for eternal life. 

People:  Use us, as you once used the shepherds, to give honor to Jesus and 
 spread the good news of his coming to save all people. 

Leader:  When our final hour on earth comes, give us the same joy, peace and hope 
 that our hearts feel tonight, knowing that you, O Lord, have paid completely 
 for all that we have done wrong. 

People:  Grant us this blessing as an abiding Christmas gift, O Lord. 

Leader:   Guide the leaders of our nation, that they may govern with wisdom, uphold 
 the laws of righteousness, and courageously pursue the things that will lead to 
 peace in the world. 

People:  Sustain the members of our nation’s armed services, especially the men 
 and women stationed far from home this night. 
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 Leader:  Spare them the danger of armed combat, and ease their loneliness as their 
 ponder that Jesus is Immanuel (God with us), and sense that you are near to 
 protect and provide for them.  Now hear us, O Lord, as we each bring the    
 personal concerns which are on our hearts tonight ... 

(Here special intercessions, silent or spoken, may be made.) 

Leader:  Hear us, O Lord, as we come to you in the name of Jesus Christ and pray … 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done  
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our  
trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Blessing 
Leader: The Lord bless and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be        

gracious to you. The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace  

People: Amen 

 

 



16 

 

Thank you for joining us this evening to praise our Lord and 

Savior!  Join us again for any of these Services!!  

12/24 Candlelight Service 8:30PM 

12/25 Christmas Day Worship  9:00AM 

12/27 Sunday Morning Worship 8/10:30AM 

12/31  New Year’s Eve Worship 6:30PM  

Closing Hymn 


