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Welcome to worship this Joyous Christmas Morning!   

We all desire a Christmas that is full of love. While the ways that we show 
love to each other, especially in families, are certainly important, God’s love 
is so much more than a sentimental, warm, or fickle kind of love. That’s why 
the heart of Christmas is God’s redeeming love—God’s rescue plan for a  
humanity alienated from him despite all claims of reform, goodness, or  

morality. The human condition of sin separates us from God, and only his action could 
have solved that problem. The life, death, and resurrection of his Son has solved the  
problem. By trusting what Jesus has done for us, heaven awaits us and we live life this side 
of heaven in loyal thanks for rescue. God had kept his promise! 

OPENING HYMN               
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STAND 

DIALOGUE OF PRAISE 

M:   In the name of the Father, 

C:  who promised to send a Savior. 

 

M:  In the name of the Son, 

C:  who was born to be our Savior. 

 

M:  In the name of the Holy Spirit, 

C:  who gives us faith to believe in our Savior. 

 

M:  Beloved in the LORD, let us draw near with a true heart, and confess our sins to God   
    our Father, asking him, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to grant us forgiveness. 

 

C:  Almighty Father, Lord of heaven and earth, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and 
that I have sinned against you in my thoughts, words and actions.  Have mercy on me, O 
Lord; have mercy on me according to your great goodness.  According to your great mer-
cy, do away with my offenses, wash me thoroughly from my wickedness, and cleanse 
me from my sin, for Jesus’ sake.  Amen. 
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HYMN  ..................................................................................................... Verses 3,4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
M:  God our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us, and has given his only Son, born to 
us this day, to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Therefore as a called servant of Christ, 
and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins, in the name of the Father, 
 C: who kept his promise and sent my Savior! 
 

M:  and of the Son 

 C:  my Savior; he is Christ, the Lord! 
 

M:  and of the Holy Spirit 

 C:  whose Word fills me with the peace of forgiveness!   Amen. 
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FIRST LESSON  Isaiah 52:7-10 

The “beautiful feet” of God’s messengers are privileged to bring  

 the good news of redemption, “the salvation of our God.” 

7How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of a herald, who proclaims peace and  
preaches good news, who proclaims salvation, who says to Zion, “Your God is king!” 8The 
voice of your watchmen—they lift up their voices. Together they shout for joy, because 
with both eyes they will see it when the Lord returns to Zion. 9Break out, shout for joy to-
gether, you ruins of Jerusalem, because the Lord is comforting his people. He is redeeming 
Jerusalem. 10The Lord lays bare his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations, and all the 
ends of the earth will see the salvation from our God. 

HYMN:  ........................................................................................ Verse 5 (page 4) 
 

Prayer of the Day: Almighty God, grant that the birth of your one and only Son in the flesh 
may set us free from our old bondage under the yoke of sin; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 98  
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SECOND LESSON      Hebrews 1:1-9 

The writer to the Hebrews describes the Christ-child: God himself 
made flesh for the purification of sins and the rule of righteousness 

 
1 In the past, God spoke to our forefathers by the prophets at many times and in many 
ways. 2In these last days, he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all 
things, and through whom he made the universe. 3The Son is the radiance of God’s glory 
and the exact imprint of the divine nature. He sustains all things by his powerful word. 
After he had provided purification for sins, he took his seat at the right hand of the Majesty 
on high. 4The Son became as much superior to the angels as the name he has inherited is 
more excellent than theirs. 5For to which of the angels did God ever say: You are my Son. 
Today I have begotten you? And again: I will be his Father, and he will be my Son. 6And 
again, when he brought his firstborn into the world, he said: Let all God’s angels worship 
him. 7About the angels he says: He makes his messengers winds and his ministers flaming 
fire. 8But about the Son he says: God, your throne is forever and ever, and the scepter of 
righteousness is the scepter of your kingdom. 9You have loved righteousness and hated 
wickedness. Therefore God, your God, has anointed you with the oil of joy beyond your 
companions. 

                  VERSE OF THE DAY          

Alleluia. When the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, 

born under law, to redeem those under law. Alleluia. 

      (Galatians 4:4,5a) 

Small Group Ensemble   .......................................... Joyful the News 
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STAND 

 

 

GOSPEL                John 1:1-14 

From the Word at creation to the light-shining-in-darkness of Isaiah to the  
preparatory work of John the Baptizer, St. John points to Jesus as the glory of the 

Lord, full of grace and truth. 
 
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
2He was with God in the beginning. 3Through him everything was made, and without him 
not one thing was made that has been made. 4In him was life, and the life was the light of 
mankind. 5The light is shining in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
6There was a man, sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as an eyewitness to 
testify about the light so that everyone would believe through him. 8He was not the light, 
but he came to testify about the light. 9The real light that shines on everyone was coming 
into the world. 10He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world 
did not recognize him. 11He came to what was his own, yet his own people did not accept 
him. 12But to all who did receive him, to those who believe in his name, he gave the right 
to become children of God. 13They were born, not of blood, or of the desire of the flesh, 
or of a husband’s will, but born of God. 14The Word became flesh and dwelled among us. 
We have seen his glory, the glory he has as the only-begotten from the Father, full of 
grace and truth  

 
BE SEATED 
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STAND 

ATHANASIAN CREED (part 2) 

M:  It is furthermore necessary for eternal salvation truly to believe that our Lord Jesus Christ 

also took on human flesh.  

 C:  Now this is the true Christian faith: We believe and confess that our Lord Jesus Christ, 

God's Son, is both God and man. 

He is God, eternally begotten from the nature of the Father, and he is man, born in time from the 

nature of his mother,  

 fully God, fully man, with rational soul and human flesh, 

equal to the Father as to his deity, less than the Father as to his humanity;  

 and though he is both God and man, Christ is not two persons but one, 

One, not by changing the deity into flesh, but by taking the humanity into God;  

 one, indeed, not by mixture of the natures, but by unity in one person; 

For just as the rational soul and flesh are one human being, so God and man are one Christ. 

 He suffered for our salvation, descended into hell, rose the third day from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven, is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty, and from there 

will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 At his coming all people will rise with their own bodies to answer for their personal deeds. 

Those who have done good will enter eternal life, but those who have done evil will go into  

eternal fire. 

 This is the true Christian faith. Whoever does not faithfully and firmly believe this cannot 

be saved. 

 

BE SEATED 
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Sermon:  Hebrews 1:1-3 
 

 
HE’S PERFECT! 

 
I. Marvel at who this Baby is 

II. Marvel at what this Baby does 
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HYMN    

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
M: On this holy day, dear Father, we rejoice to hear the good news of great joy that a  
  Savior has been born for us. For fulfilling your prophecies and in the fullness of time    
    sending your Son to be our Savior, we give you our heartfelt thanks and praise. 

C: Unto us a child is born! Unto us a Son is given! 

D: M: What a great mystery of our faith this is: that God has become fully human for our  
salvation! Even though he is the all-powerful Lord of all, he is wrapped in strips of cloth 
and lying in a manger. 

C: Help us always believe that this precious child was born as our substitute to be our 
Savior. 
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M: In the midst of our joy, we grieve for the many people in our world who do not know 
that Jesus has come to bring them forgiveness and healing. As the shepherds spread 
abroad the good news of the birth of the Savior born for all the world, may we also 
make use of the unique opportunities this holiday presents to tell others of what we 
have seen and heard concerning the child. 

C: Grant that the true peace between God and fallen mankind may comfort all people. 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

Silent prayer. 

M: As the angels sang out their praise, move us also to sing out our praise to you, today 
and every day, as the joy of Christmas remains in our hearts. 

C: Glory to God in the highest! Amen. 

M: Lord, we pray in your name and as you taught. 

N: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our  
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into  
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever.  Amen 

  

 

 

PRAYER 

M: Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so hear 

them, read, learn, and take them to heart, that being strengthened and comforted by 

your Holy Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life, through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.  

C: Amen. 
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BLESSING 

 

 

 

C: Amen. 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
The Lord look on you with favor and () give you peace.  
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HYMN  
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