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Bible Study for the week of August 8, 2021 
 
Summary of Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians 
 

“PRAISE GOD!  WE ARE HIS CHURCH!” 
Greeting  (1:1-2) 
I.  The Church praises God for what He has done. 
 A.  Praise God for electing his church (1:3-14) 
 B.  Praise God for bringing us into his church (1:15 – 2:10) 
 C.  Praise God for including the Gentiles in his Church (2:11-13) 
 D.  Praise God for Paul’s ministry to the Gentiles (3:1-21) 
 
II.  The Church praises God by what it does 
 A.  The Church practices its unity in Christ (4:1-16) 
 B.  The Church lives as children of God (4:17 – 6:9) 
 C.  The Church takes its stand with the armor of God (6:10-18) 
 
Conclusion:  Prayers and Greetings (6:19-24) 
 
This week’s sermon was based on Ephesians 4:17-24 

17So I tell you this and testify to it in the Lord: Do not walk any longer as the Gentiles walk, 
in their futile way of thinking. 18They are darkened in their understanding, alienated from the life 
of God, because of the ignorance that is in them, due to the hardness of their hearts. 19Because 
they have no sense of shame, they have given themselves over to sensuality, with an ever-
increasing desire to practice every kind of impurity.  
20But you did not learn Christ in that way, 21if indeed you have heard of him and were taught in 
him (since the truth is in Jesus). 22As far as your former way of life is concerned, you were 
taught to take off the old self, which is corrupted by its deceitful desires, 23and to be renewed 
continually in the spirit of your mind, 24and to put on the new self, which has been created to be 
like God in righteousness and true holiness. 
 

WE LOVE CHANGE! 
I.  We’re glad to see the old go 

II.  We’re glad to see the new come 
 
 
There are all kinds of jokes about Lutherans and change (remember the one about the light 
bulb!!??).  I don’t think it’s just Lutherans who struggle with change.  Why is change hard? 
 
 
 
How does God make the old go and the new come?   
 
 
  
 
 
How do we make sure the old stays away and the new remains?  
 


