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  Mission Statement 
With the help of the Triune God, our mission is to gladly  

nurture the spiritual and physical needs of our congregation, to train our children in 

the knowledge of the Lord, to reach out to others with the saving message of Jesus’ 

love and forgiveness. 

Welcome! Thank you for joining us for worship this morning. In our service we gather 

before our almighty God to offer him our worship and praise. We also gather to 
strengthen ourselves through the study of God’s holy and powerful Word. 

SERIES THEME:  OUR GREATEST NEEDS 
     What do you really need right now? To answer that question, one must first define 
what a “need” is. We understand that a “need” is greater than a “want.” If you lack 
something you want, life goes on just fine. If you lack something you need, that presents 
a problem. Thus, to correctly answer that question, “What do you really need right now,” 
ultimately one must understand his or her greatest problems. Mankind’s greatest 
problems are universal. We all live under the curse of sin. That sin makes us utterly 
helpless in our natural state. Natural man is confused, unable to make sense of life. Left 
in sin, man is doomed to death, and not just physical death. After one’s heart stops comes 
another type of death that is infinitely worse, an eternal nightmare. Lent is the season of 
the Church Year where we wrestle with our greatest needs. Lent also demonstrates that 
in Christ, all our greatest needs are met. Here is what the Spirit makes clear this season. 
If you lack Christ, you have nothing. If you have Christ, you have everything you truly 
need. 
 
THEME OF THE DAY:  SIGHT FOR THE BLIND 
     We know that unbelief will have consequences in the future—eternal separation from 
God. But unbelief also has consequences now. It makes you blind, in a sense. The 
unbeliever is unable to see the world as it really is. That which is harmful the unbeliever 
considers good; that which is good he considers meaningless. The unbeliever cannot see 
the danger that lurks behind temptation. He cannot see the blessing contained in God’s 
Word. The unbeliever cannot see the tragic fate that lies in his future, and he certainly 
cannot see the Savior.  
     The Old Testament said that restoration of sight to the blind was one of the works of 
the Messiah. In his ministry, Jesus healed those who were physically blind. But even if our 
eyes work just fine, we still need Jesus to give us spiritual vision. Jesus said, “I am the light 
of the world.” Christ comes to shine his light into our darkened eyes that we might see him 
and live. Jesus meets our greatest needs. He provides sight for the spiritually blind. 



2 

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church  

 

576 Amazing Grace CW 576 

Stand 

Invocation 

Confession & Absolution CW 154 

Lord, Have Mercy & Glory Be to God on High CW 156 

 

The Word 

Salutation 

Prayer of the Day 

Be seated 

First Reading Isaiah 42:14–21 

 14 I have been silent for a long time. I have kept still. I have restrained 
myself. But now, like a woman giving birth, I will scream. I will gasp and 
pant. 15 I will dry up mountains and hills. I will make all their grass wither. 
I will turn rivers into islands. I will dry up pools. 16 I will lead the blind on a 
way they do not know. Along paths they do not know I will direct them. 
Ahead of them I will turn darkness into light and rough places into level 
ground. These are the things I will accomplish for them. I will not abandon 
them. 17 They will be turned back and completely disgraced— those who 
trust in an idol, those who say to molten images, “You are our gods.” 18 You 
deaf ones, listen! You blind ones, watch carefully so that you can see! 19 Who 
is as blind as my servant? Who is as deaf as my messenger whom I sent? Who 
is as blind as my associate, as blind as the servant of the LORD? 20 You, Israel, 

THE SERVICE (SETTING ONE) PG. 154  
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see many things, but you do not observe. Israel opens his ears, but he does 
not hear. 21 Because of his own righteousness, the LORD was pleased to make 
his law great and glorious. 
  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

27C The LORD Is My Light and My Salvation  

 

 

 
  

Hear my voice when I / call, LORD; 

   be merciful to me and / answer me. 

Do not hide your / face from me, 

   do not turn your servant away in anger; you have been my / helper. 

Do not reject me or for- / sake me, 

   God my / Savior.    Refrain 

  

Though my father and mother for- / sake me, 

   the LORD will re- / ceive me. 

I remain confi- / dent of this: 

   I will see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the / living. 
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Wait / for the LORD; 

   be strong and take heart and wait / for the LORD. 

Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 

   and to the Holy / Spirit, 

as it was in the be- / ginning, 

   is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain 

Tune: David Haas 
Tune: © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 717684 
Setting: © 1993 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 717684 

Second Reading Ephesians 5:8–14 

 8 For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as 

children of light, 9 for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness, 

righteousness, and truth. 10 Try to learn what is pleasing to the Lord, 11 and 

do not participate in fruitless deeds of darkness. Instead, expose them. 12 For 

it is shameful even to mention the things that are done by people in 

secret. 13 But everything exposed by the light becomes visible, for it is light 

that makes things visible. 14 Therefore it is said, “Awake, sleeper, rise from 

the dead, and Christ will shine on you.” 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 

Gospel Acclamation Hebrews 12:2 

M:  Let us fix our eyes on Jesus,  

C:  the pioneer and perfecter of faith.  
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Gospel John 9:1–7,13–17,34–39 

 9:1 As Jesus was passing by, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples 
asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born 
blind?” 
 3 Jesus answered, “It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that 
God’s works might be revealed in connection with him. 4 I must do the works 
of him who sent me while it is day. Night is coming when no one can 
work. 5 As long as I am in the world, I am the Light of the World.” 
 6 After saying this, Jesus spit on the ground, made some mud with the 
saliva, and spread the mud on the man’s eyes. 7 “Go,” Jesus told him, “wash 
in the pool of Siloam” (which means “Sent”). So he went and washed, and 
came back seeing. 
 13 They brought this man who had been blind to the Pharisees. 14 Now it 
was a Sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15 So the 
Pharisees also asked him how he received his sight. 
 “He put mud on my eyes,” the man told them. “I washed, and now I see.” 
 16 Then some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God because 
he does not keep the Sabbath.” Others were saying, “How can a sinful man 
work such miraculous signs?” 
 There was division among them, 17 so they said to the blind man again, 
“What do you say about him, because he opened your eyes?” 
 The man replied, “He is a prophet.” 
 34 They answered him, “You were entirely born in sinfulness! Yet you 
presume to teach us?” And they threw him out. 
 35 Jesus heard that they had thrown him out. When he found him, he 
asked, “Do you believe in the Son of God?”  
 36 “Who is he, sir,” the man replied, “that I may believe in him?” 
 37 Jesus answered, “You have seen him, and he is the very one who is 
speaking with you.” 
 38 Then he said, “Lord, I believe!” and he knelt down and worshipped him. 
 39 Jesus said, “For judgment I came into this world, in order that those 
who do not see will see, and those who do see will become blind.”  
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Be seated 
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517 Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness CW 517 

The children are invited to come forward during the 2nd verse for a children’s message. 

Sermon: John 9:1–7,13–17,34–39 

Blind at Birth 

  

Sermon Study Guide 

1.  Sin is the cause of all problem and trouble in life. Does that mean 

that all trouble and hardship is the direct result of sins we have 

committed? 

2.  Was the debate of the Pharisees and their question to the man 

born blind because they wanted to know the truth or because they 

were looking for validation? 

3.  Who was truly the one born blind? The man or the Pharisees who 

refused to see who Jesus was? 

4.  We were born blinded by sin. Many in this world still are because 

they are looking for validation of their thoughts and feelings and 

not looking for the truth. What is the truth that has healed our 

blindness? 
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Stand 

Apostles’ Creed 

Be seated 

Prayer of the Church 

Offering 

713 I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light CW 713 

Non-Communion Ending 

518 Christ Be My Leader CW 518 
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