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  Mission Statement 
With the help of the Triune God, our mission is to gladly  

nurture the spiritual and physical needs of our congregation, to train our children in 

the knowledge of the Lord, to reach out to others with the saving message of Jesus’ 

love and forgiveness. 

Welcome! Thank you for joining us for worship this morning. In our service we gather before our 

almighty God to offer him our worship and praise. We also gather to strengthen ourselves through the 
study of God’s holy and powerful Word.  

SERIES THEME:  RESURRECTION REALITY 
          St. Paul writes, “Christ has indeed been raised from the dead” (1 Corinthians 15:20). Big 
word: Indeed! Paul is stressing that we must not think of Jesus’ resurrection like a happy ending 
to another epic fable. The resurrection is not legend. It really happened. Easter is not just a 
holiday. Easter is history. On time’s infinite line, Jesus’ resurrection is the punctiliar moment that 
defines reality for us all. If Christ remained dead, he is a fraud and failure. But Christ has indeed 
been raised. So, the reality: Jesus is exactly what he claimed to be—the Son of God, our Lord 
and Savior. If Christ remained dead, then the grave is the final, ugly, rotten end of us all. But 
Christ has indeed been raised. So, the reality is Jesus’ resurrection proves that “all will be made 
alive” (1 Corinthians 15:22). The reality of the resurrection does not just change our future, but 
the way we look at life now. 
          The greatest theologian of the early church, Augustine, called the season of Easter “a joyful 
week of weeks”—seven wonderful weeks, each seven glorious days long. In this glorious 
season, let us meditate upon the breath-taking implications of the resurrection reality. Our 
worship follows this pattern. 

Ϯ Fourth Sunday of Easter - The Risen Savior Provides Good Shepherding 
Ϯ Fifth Sunday of Easter - The Living Lord Produces Active Faith 
Ϯ Sixth Sunday of Easter Jesus’ Business Is Love; Therefore, So Is Ours 
Ϯ Ascension of Our Lord Christ’s Ascension Means He Is Closer Than Ever 

 

THEME OF THE DAY:  THE RISEN SAVIOR PROVIDES A GOOD SHEPHERD 
          Scripture frequently pictures spiritual care in terms of a shepherd watching over sheep. 
Even folks unfamiliar with shepherding are able to grasp the meaning. Sheep are helpless 
animals—an easy meal for predators. For sheep to survive they needed a shepherd who not only 
leads them to sources of food, but who also is willing to tangle with a pack of wolves. Jesus is 
such a shepherd. He proved he is willing to lay down his life for his sheep. 
          The word “pastor” comes from the Latin word for “shepherd.” Today, there are plenty of 
people— pastors, religious leaders, etc.—who claim they can provide healing for your soul. Yet, 
Scripture warns that “many” of these are “false prophets” (1 John 4:1) who “distort the truth” 
(Acts 20:30). Many! But the resurrection reality is that our Good Shepherd is faithful. He will raise 
up true sub-shepherds who know Christ and proclaim the truth of his gospel. 
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Handbells - Take it to the Lord in Prayer 

551 Jesus, Shepherd of the Sheep CW 551 

 

 

 
Text: Henry Cook, 1788–1868, al      Tune: Friedrich Filitz, 1804–1876     Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 
 
O Lord, open my lips, 

and my mouth shall declare your praise. 
  

Hasten to save me, O God; 

O Lord, come quickly to help me. 
 

THE SERVICE (MORNING PRAYER) PG. 207 



3 

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church  

Jesus Christ is Lord of all: 

praise and thanks to God! 

 

O Come, Let Us Sing to the Lord CW 208 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Be seated 
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Choir Selections: 
 We Are Your Church – by Tina English & John Purifoy 

Be Strong In The Lord  - by Linda Lee Johnson & Tom Fettke 
You Are Mine – by David Haas & Mark Hayes 

First Reading Acts 20:28–32 

          28 “Always keep watch over yourselves and over the whole flock in 
which the Holy Spirit has placed you as overseers, to shepherd the 
church of God, which he purchased with his own blood. 29 I know that 
after my departure savage wolves, who will not spare the flock, will 
come in among you. 30 Even from your own group men will rise up, 
twisting the truth in order to draw away disciples after 
them. 31 Therefore be always on the alert! Remember that for three 
years, night and day, I never stopped warning each one of you with 
tears. 
          32 “And now I entrust you to God and to the word of his grace, which 
has power to build you up and to give you an inheritance among all 
those who are sanctified. 
  

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Second Reading 1 John 4:1–6 

          1Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see if 
they are from God, for many false prophets have gone out into the 
world. 2 This is how you can recognize the Spirit of God: Every spirit who 
confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, 3 and every 
spirit who does not confess Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of 
the Antichrist, which you have heard is coming and is already in the 
world. 4 You are from God, dear children, and you have overcome the 
false prophets, because the one in you is greater than the one in the 
world. 5 They are from the world. That is why they speak from a worldly 
perspective and the world listens to them. 6 We are from God. The one 
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who knows God listens to us, but whoever is not from God does not 
listen to us. That is how we can distinguish between the spirit of truth 
and the spirit of error.  
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel John 10:11–18 

          11 “I am the Good Shepherd. The Good Shepherd lays down his life 
for the sheep. 12 The hired man, who is not a shepherd, does not own the 
sheep. He sees the wolf coming, leaves the sheep, and runs away. Then 
the wolf attacks the sheep and scatters them. 13 Because he works for 
money, he does not care about the sheep. 
          14 “I am the Good Shepherd. I know my sheep and my sheep know 
me 15 (just as the Father knows me and I know the Father). And I lay 
down my life for the sheep. 16 I also have other sheep that are not of this 
sheep pen. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. Then 
there will be one flock and one shepherd. 17 This is why the Father loves 
me, because I lay down my life so that I may take it up again. 18 No one 
takes it from me, but I lay it down on my own. I have the authority to lay 
it down, and I have the authority to take it up again. This is the 
commission I received from my Father.” 
  

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 

552 The King of Love My Shepherd Is CW 552 sts. 1–4 
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Text: Henry W. Baker, 1821–1877, alt.     Tune: Irish, 18th cent.     Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Devotion John 10:11-15 

Our Good Shepherd 

 

Offering 
Please use this opportunity to fill in the Friendship Register.  Thank you 

for worshipping with us today! 
 

Choir Selections: 
 Come as You Are - by David Crowder, Matt Maher & Ben Glover 

Prayer for Mercy – by Mark Hayes 
Not by Might, Nor by Power – by Lloyd Larson  

 

 
Stand 
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Lord, Have Mercy CW 213 

Hear my voice when I call, O Lord; be merciful and answer me. 

Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

  

O Lord Jesus Christ, you are the Good Shepherd who laid down your life 

for the sheep. Lead us now to the still waters of your life-giving Word 

that we may abide in your Father’s house forevermore; for you live and 

reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

The following prayer is said: 
 

O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, you have 

brought us safely to this new day. Defend us with your mighty power, 

and grant that this day we neither fall into sin nor run into any kind of 

danger. And in all we do, direct us to what is right in your sight; through 

Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
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and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom 

 and the power and the glory 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Let us praise the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

The grace of our Lord Ϯ Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

Amen. 
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804 I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb CW 804 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; Henrietta L. von Hayn, 1724–1782 
Tune: Choral-Buch . . . Brüder-Gemeinen, Leipzig, 1784     Text and tune: Public domain 
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